
Clinging to the Hope 
of Christ’s Resurrection 

By Dr. Mi chael Youssef

Your Story’s Not Over Yet

t was early Sunday morn ing and they had just ar -
rived at the tomb.  These three women had faith fully 
sup ported the min is try of Je sus for years.  They had
placed all their hope in Him.  Then, sud denly, they

found them selves stand ing at the foot of the Cross –
watch ing their dreams bleed to death.  They wit nessed
their hope be ing cru ci fied.  And as they did, they re -
signed them selves to their loss. 

In their un speak able an guish they came to Je sus’
tomb on Sunday morn ing.  They came de pressed, de -
spon dent, and de feated.  But they came.  They made
plans.  They de cided to go to the tomb and anoint the
body of their cru ci fied King.  They de cided to do some -
thing in the face of their pain and loss.

As these three women ar rived at the tomb that
Sunday morn ing, they be gan to dis cuss the big gest ob sta -
cle in their path – the stone.  “Who’s go ing to move the
stone?” they asked one an other.  (Have you ever been in a 
sit u a tion like this, where it’s one thing af ter an other, and
ev ery time you think you fi nally see a light at the end of
the tun nel –it turns out to be a train?  Have you ever been
there?  I know I have) – (says the Writer).

What keeps you up at night?  What causes you anx i -
ety?  What deep dis ap point ment haunts your wak ing
hours?  What are you try ing to numb or for get?

These three women were nearly over come by their
hope less ness and help less ness!  But they did not give up.  

And as they ar rived at the tomb, they were shocked to see
that the stone had al ready been rolled away – and the
tomb was empty!  Against all odds, against nat u ral laws,
by the power of God –-Christ had risen from the dead. 
With this cat a clys mic rev e la tion, they sud denly un der -
stood that God’s plan was far, far greater than any thing
they could have ever hoped or imag ined.

The res ur rected Je sus can re move all the stones of
im pos si bil i ties in your life, shat ter the prison of worry
and anx i ety, and re move all de pres sion, anx i ety, and
shame.

Je sus rose from the dead to prove that He is the only
one who can de liver us from the hope less ness of hell.  In
fact, HE is the only one who can guar an tee our res ur rec -
tion.  He is the only one who can for give all our sins –
past, pres ent, and fu ture.  HE is the only one who can de -
liver us from the seem ing fu til ity of this life.  And HE is
the only one who can con quer our great est and most pow -
er ful en emy – death.

As we cel e brate Res ur rec tion Sunday this month,
(Ed. Keep in your heart/mind/prac tice, we have a
LIVING SAVIOR who is com ing again.  In the mean -
time, He is seated at the “Right Hand of the Throne God,” 
in ter ced ing for us!)  I want you to re mem ber that there is
no large stone in your life that Je sus can not re move. 
There is no tomb that threat ens to bury you that He can -
not empty.  There is no moun tain of shame, guilt, or sin
that He can not oblit er ate.  There is no pain or sor row that
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He can not re place with His
com fort and peace.  There is
no death that He can not con -
quer.

Whether you are liv ing
be hind a stone of guilt and
de spair, over whelmed by
pain and hope less ness, ex pe -
ri enc ing crush ing anx i ety
about your fam ily’s fu ture –
what ever your stone –your
sense of hope less ness is pre -
ma ture.  

The res ur rected Je sus
can re move all the stones of
im pos si bil i ties in your life,
shat ter the prison of worry
and anx i ety and re move all
de pres sion, anx i ety, and
shame.  The Bi ble said He
re moves them as far as the
east is from the west.  All
you need to do is come to the
end of your self.

If you have been striv ing 
in your own strength, come
to the end of try ing to save
your self.  Come to the end of
try ing to earn God’s mercy. 
Come to the end of think ing
that you can fig ure things out 
on your own. 

Only the blood of Je sus
Christ can give you what
you need most: peace with
God, the love of the Heav -
enly Fa ther, and hope for
true life both now and for -
ever.

 Re mem ber; it was your
sin and mine that took Je sus
to the Cross.  It was His love
for us that kept Him there
un til He died.  And it was the
Fa ther’s love that raised Him 
to life on the third day and
made Him our death-de fy ing 
Sav ior.  So how will you re -
spond to His in ex pli ca ble
love to day?  Will you turn to
Him in re pen tance and faith?  
Will you trust that He is
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work ing for your good and His glory – even if the out -
come is not quite what you’d imag ined?

On that first Res ur rec tion morn ing, Je sus dis pelled
the hope less ness of those three women.  He de stroyed
their de spair.  He com forted them in their ca lam ity.   And
He can do the same for you.  The price is paid.  The work
is done.  Come and re ceive.  Al low the hope and the glory 
of the Res ur rec tion to fill you – to day and ev ery day.

“Don’t be alarmed…You are look ing for Je sus the 
Nazarene, who was cru ci fied.  He has risen!  He is not
here.  See the place where they laid him.” (Mark 16:6)

My Journal, From Darkest Night to Brightest Day

Holding the Ropes

By Vic tor Maxwell 

“Then the dis ci ples took him by night, and let him
down by the wall in a bas ket.”  (Acts 9:25)

The con ver sion of Saul of Tar sus was a piv otal point
in the his tory of the Chris tian Church.  This per se cu tor,
blas phemer and re li gious zealot set out for Da mas cus to
op pose the church and per se cute Chris tians, but his life
was turned around.  He im me di ately be gan to con fess
Christ to Jews in Da mas cus.  Ironically, the for mer per se -
cu tor who be came a preacher was soon be ing per se cuted.  
In fierce hos til ity to wards him the Jews de cided to kill
him, so they put a watch on the city’s gates.

It was then that Saul was grate ful for those dis ci ples
who helped him es cape from Da mas cus by low er ing him
over the city’s wall in a bas ket.  Be fore em bark ing for In -
dia, Wil liam Carey fa mously told his friends, “I will go
down into the pit if you will hold the ropes.”  Like Carey,
Saul was de pend ing on friends who would hold the ropes
for him.  See the prin ci ples es tab lished here by these
rope-hold ers.

The peo ple were anon y mous.  Their names are not
given in the Scrip tures, but they are reg is tered in Heaven.  
God knows who they were, how many there were and
what they did.  Thank God for the vast num ber of
rope-hold ers who stand by God’s ser vants.

Their part was gen er ous, but per il ous.  De spite Saul 
orig i nally in tend ing to harm them, they not only turned
the other cheek, they scar i fied sleep and put their lives in
jeop ardy to iden tify with him and hold the ropes for him. 
The Bi ble is si lent about their abil ity, but Paul needed to
be sure of their de pend abil ity.  They were mag nan i mous
to Paul and he was trust ing in their sup port.

The po ten tial was enor mous.  Those dis ci ples did
not know that in their bas ket was the church’s great est
mis sion ary who would take the Gos pel to Eu rope and

write thir teen books in the New Tes ta ment.  You never
know the po ten tial of those for whom you pray.

Wil liam Carey’s friends gave him their word,
“Whilst we live, we will never let go of the rope.”

Keep on hold ing the ropes for God’s ser vants.

Happy (Blest) in the Ser vice of the KING

By Dr. Shel don Smith 
When you have the Sav ior, you are saved, for given,

re deemed, jus ti fied, pro pi ti ated, blood washed, born
again, se cure, re gen er ated, and HEAVENBOUND.
Even the ca sual con tem pla tion of such won der ful con sid -
er ations fills the soul with joy and sparks a flood tide of
re joic ing.  No vo cab u lary is suf fi cient to ex press fully the 
ab so lute thrill of such a great sal va tion.

Now add to that the daily walk with the Lord, liv ing
vic to ri ously for Him, serv ing with His peo ple and wit -
ness ing for Him.  The fact that we get to be His ser vants
and His am bas sa dors here on this earth is ab so lutely
amaz ing.  Whether we preach, teach, sing, go soul win -
ning, or work in some other way in church, we are on His
team work ing for Him.  We are the foot sol diers and He is 
the Com mander in Chief.

We are called fun da men tal ists be cause we be lieve
the BIBLE and take it se ri ously.  

We iden tify as …doc trinal po si tions have his tor i -
cally and typ i cally been sol idly Scrip tural.  (Ed i tor: The
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion for Now 100
years and HIS em pow er ment and His amaz ing
GRACE! And now we have had the priv i lege and re -
spon si bil ity of pub lish ing the Morn ing Glory for approx.
85 years – Praise the LORD!!!) 

Some of us have paid and are pay ing a price for the
priv i lege of be ing who we are and do ing what we do. 
The fact seems to be that not ev ery body is thrilled that we 
are thrilled.  Some peo ple want to cave in and go down
the trail of com pro mise.  When we don’t go with them,
they re act with a gen er ous help ing of un gra cious ep i thets
in an at tempt to di min ish us and dis en fran chise us.  Of
course, we wish such re ac tions did not come; none the -
less, we press stead fastly for ward.

Even when oth ers take the low road, we be lieve the
high road is the best.  We may be ma ligned, mis rep re -
sented and mis un der stood; but we will still do our best to
raise the flag of our faith to the top of the pole.

Excerpts from the Sword of the Lord
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“Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6)

(First a per sonal note:  This ar ti cle/ser mon was sent
in by Paul Pe ter son of Kenyon, MN; “I was blessed
when I read this ser mon”), which is by Gidier J. Lester.

Over the last few weeks, as we’ve stud ied the be at i -
tudes to gether we’ve learned about 3 things that char ac -
ter ize the Chris tian.  First of all, we are char ac ter ized as
spir i tual beg gars (or poor in Spirit), that is, con scious of
the ho li ness of God we rec og nize and ad mit that we are
noth ing com pared to Him; that we have no worth or
riches; that we are spir i tu ally bank rupt and eter nally lost 
and dead in our sin.

Sec ondly, and flow ing from that first be at i tude, we
are those who never cease to mourn over sin and the re -
sult of it both in us and in our world.  So, we have the
proper per cep tion of our selves and our world.  We rec -
og nize that we are not okay, that our world is not okay,
that we dwell in a world of sin and de cay; where di sas -
ters strike, where death reigns, where vi ruses pro lif er -
ate.  And we mourn over this.  We la ment over this.  And 
we long for it all to be made new.

Thirdly, we are those char ac ter ized as meek or
lowly; that is, we no lon ger glory or boast in our selves. 
We no lon ger seek our own ad van tage.  No, we’re done
with our selves.  Rather, we seek to glory and boast in
Christ.  We do this by (1) learn ing from and liv ing for
Him.  We do this by (2) lov ing our neigh bor, seek ing
what is in their best in ter est, all to the glory of God.  We
do this by (3) en dur ing suf fer ing with out re tal i a tion or
ven geance; leav ing those mat ters to God.

No, poor in spirit, mourn ing, and meek.  Thus far,
that’s what ev ery Chris tian ought to find them selves
char ac ter ized as.  These things are what you ought to see 
in your self.  Will you see these things per fectly in your -
self?  NO, be cause we aren’t per fect.  In fact, only
JESUS is the one who has per fectly ex em pli fied these
be at i tudes.  He is the one who – al though per fect in
glory and maj esty – be came noth ing for us.  HE is the
one who per fectly mourned and la mented in Mat thew
11:29, He says of Him self, “I am meek and lowly in
heart.” So, no we aren’t per fect in these things, yet we
are to see these characteristics in us.  We are to see these
things be ing nur tured in us.  And that’s an im por tant
note to make. See none of these come nat u rally.  That is,
you can’t nur ture these things on your own.   In fact, I
don’t know who will ingly would.  No, these are marks
of the Spirit of God upon you, marks of the one who has
been cap ti vated by Christ.  For only the Spirit of God

brings us to a place where we rec og nize such pov erty,
only the Spirit of God brings us to a place of such
mourn ing, only the Spirit of God brings us to a place of
self-aban don ment and abase ment. 

And thus, only the Spirit of God brings us to such a
place of joy, or bless ed ness.  For, as we now know, that’s 
what all of these char ac ter is tics ul ti mately lead to; to
Joy, Sat is fac tion, Hap pi ness, Bless ed ness.  That is the
one who is poor in spirit is happy, not be cause be ing
poor is ut terly sat is fac tory, but be cause in com ing to the
end of all you are or thought you once were, there you
find JESUS with the full and free riches of His King -
dom, and that’s where bless ed ness is found; that’s where 
true and eter nal and un adul ter ated joy is found.  And un -
less you al low the Holy Spirit to bring you to that place
of spir i tual pov erty, you’ll never find such joy.  You’ll
never find true bless ed ness or hap pi ness.  You’ll never
be sat is fied.  So, blessed are the poor in Spirit.

To the one who is brought to a place of mourn ing
over sin; day in and day out, you are happy (Blessed). 
Not be cause such mourn ing in and of it self is all that
grand, but be cause in our mourn ing the Holy Spirit
brings us to a place of com fort; that, to the blessed
bosom of Christ, to the com fort of the King dom of
CHRIST, where there will ul ti mately be no more cry ing
or mourn ing, or pain, but where joy will abound.  That’s
where bless ed ness is found, that’s where true and eter -
nal and un adul ter ated joy is found.  And, un less you al -
low the Holy Spirit to bring you to that place of
mourn ing, you’ll never find such joy.  You will never
find true bless ed ness or hap pi ness.  You’ll never be sat -
is fied.  So, blessed are the mourn ing ones!  

Now, we come to our fourth Be at i tude; to the fourth
thing that Chris tians are char ac ter ized by, and here we
comes to din ner-time; to what the be liever in Christ hun -
gers and thirsts for.  Now, un like the first three be at i -
tudes, this one maybe is n’t so par a dox i cal.  In other
words, it’s maybe a lit tle more log i cal or un der stand -
able.  How ever, it is just as coun ter-cul tural.  That is,
like the first three, you won’t find this char ac ter is tic
com mon to man.  You won’t find nat u ral man hun ger ing 
and thirst ing af ter what Je sus says here.

For here in Mat thew 5:6, Je sus says, “Blessed are
those who hun ger and thirst for righ teous ness.”
(pray).    

(Ed i tor: Lord will ing, to be con tin ued in the next is -
sue of the Morn ing Glory.  Per sonally, I have been
richly blest in read ing and now typ ing this ser mon.  As
we move along in this ser mon, it gets deeper and richer
in bless ing.  PTL.) 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Wings!
“Keep me as the ap ple of Your eye; Hide me un der the shadow of Your wings, from

the wicked who op press me, From my deadly en e mies who sur round me,” (Psalm
17:8-9) “How pre cious is Your lovingkindness, O God!  There fore, the chil dren of
men put their trust un der the shadow of Your wings.” (Psalm 36:7) “Be mer ci ful to
me, O God, be mer ci ful to me!  For my soul trusts in You: And in the shadow of
your wings I will make my ref uge.  Un til these ca lam i ties have passed by.” (Psalm

57:1) “Be cause You have been my help, There fore in the shadow of your wings I will
re joice.” (Psalm 63:7)

Both my Life-Mate (Spouse) and I like watch ing birds
on our front-lawn and be ing we are orig i nally from the 
state of Wis con sin, (al though from two dif fer ent ar -
eas); one of the birds that we es pe cially en joy watch -
ing are ROBINS.  

As Amer ican as Ap ple Pie – the Robin is known
through out the great USA.  Why?  The Amer i can
Robin is prob a bly the most wide spread and
best-known song bird, and a har bin ger of Spring across 
the USA.  

A Robin is the of fi cial state bird of Con nect i cut, Mich -
i gan and Wis con sin, as a sym bol of cheer and hap pi -
ness – that’s our robin!  How many times has this
red-breasted bird de lighted/brightened the start of
your day with its lilt ing morn ing wake-up song? It is
known as a ‘song-bird’ and in ter est ing as it may be; it
is only the male robin which sings with it’s great per -
for mances in the morn ing and eve ning as a cheery
caroler.  He uses his voice to at tract fe males and de -
fend his ter ri tory!

Why do a lot of birds fly south when the tem per a ture
gets cold – be cause it is too far to walk!  In the con text
of Eccl. 10:20, we have a se ri ous ad mo ni tion against
mak ing fun of those in Gov ern ment Lead er ship and
also a won der ful prom ise.

The hap pi ness of the land de pends on the char ac ter of
its lead er ship.  WOE unto them when their lead er ship
is child ish.  In my con vic tion, we are to re spect the po -
si tion of the of fice they are elected to or are given.

Some of these ‘feath ered Crea tures’ can fly up to
hundreds of miles with out stop ping at a ‘bird-air port’. 
While work ing on this is sue of the Morn ing Glory, we
had a ter rific snow-storm – a mix ture of rain, sleet and
heavy-wet snow!  Thus we pro vided am ple bird-food
for the birds – which re minds me of God’s Ta ble of
Grace – plenty for ev ery one who is will ing to come

and taste that God is good and if need be, God will
give us ‘Grace upon Grace’.

Mo men tarily, let us leave the robin alone and fo cus on
ducks & geese.  All fowl seem to have a def i nite sense
of di rec tion, and for ducks & geese, they usu ally fly in
for ma tion; some what like a V be cause of less wind re -
sis tance and as such we need Chris tian Fel low ship to
nour ish and strengthen one an other as that’s the way
the Cre ator made us. 

Ducks & geese also have a sense of di rec tion to guide.
Why don’t they de cide to fly north for the win ter’
where they would have fresher air, more room and cli -
mate change?  God also gives, es pe cially to His chil -
dren, di rec tion to get to their given DESTINATION
be cause there is a way that seems right unto man.
Please read Jer e miah 17:9.

Ducks & geese like to blow their horn, called Honk -
ing!  Tech ni cally, it is to en cour age one an other and es -
pe cially the leader(s).  For those who be lieve a lie, like
Evo lu tion, then why don’t the birds evolve over the
years to be come a dog or cat, as that would be more
com fort able and con ve nient?  Evo lu tion ist, you have a 
lot of ex plain ing to do for me!

OFTEN birds con gre gate where they find am ple food
or rest and God tells us to as sem ble to gether with those 
who be lieve His en tire Word, the BIBLE. 

Also, these fly ing air planes do not hoard and prac tice
greed for the many to mor rows, but seek to pro vide for
their own, es pe cially for their very young.  Which
brings me to an other phase in re gards to the sec u lar
world. I per son ally be lieve that Cap i tal ism and Free
En ter prise are bib li cal and God or dained, but NOT
FOR HOARDING OR GREED!

Quickly I will give you a few ex am ples: Cain & Abel,
Fruit in the Gar den of Eden, Manna, Abra ham & Lot,
etc.   Then the Bi ble be liev ing/prac tic ing CHURCH, is 
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I am Cru ci fied with Christ

IF you and I are truly fol low ing in Je sus Christ as
LORD, then we too must be will ing to risk ap par ent fail -
ure in the eyes of the world.  Still harder is the re al iza tion
of be ing mis un der stood by the world and then re mem ber -
ing we live in a sin ful world and are not try ing to turn the
world up side-down, but the right side up.  Even more dif -
fi cult is the pos si bil ity of being mis un der stood by some
fel low-Chris tians who are close friends!  

For a pe riod of time; not ONE soul, even those who
walked and talked with Je sus in His earthly jour ney un -
der stood Him and His life work.  There fore, very likely
not one of His Apos tles re ally could sym pa thize with the
God-man; who likely would have ap pre ci ated some sym -
pa thy.

“I have been cru ci fied with Christ; it is no lon ger I

who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Him self for me.’”  (Galatians 2:20)

It is only when we have learned that ex er cis ing the
gift of a ‘liv ing faith’ and obe di ence which leaves all con -
se quences with GOD, that we will truly ex pe ri ence the
Holy Spirit’s power in a great way, work ing in us and
through us.  

It is only then that we will truly re ceive the full ness of 
the JOY in JESUS; which some Chris tians would call
‘filled with the Holy Spirit’; which means ‘con trolled by
the Holy Spirit’. Thus we leave the CONSEQUENCES
with GOD!

“I am cru ci fied with Christ”, are YOU?
               Ed i tor 

to give/share as the Holy Spirit lays on our hearts and
lives to gether in har mony.  In di vid uals are to give to
the needy and Chris tian min is tries. The Holy Spirit
will never lead you amiss! 

Of all the beau ti ful birds the Bald Ea gle is my fa vor ite. 
There are so many things we can learn from the Ea gle:  
– their nest, feed ing the young, teach ing the young
how to fly and what to do when fac ing op po si tion and
storms. The ea gle will fly higher and higher un til
they’re above the storm where it is calm and se rene. So 
we also should be in our earthly jour ney, near to the
heart of God!

They say the Bald Ea gle’s eye-sight is seven times
keener than the hu mans eye-sight!  How we need to
con tinue to ask the Great Phy si cian in these days of
Apos tasy for keen eye-sight (Dis cern ment).  We read
in Rev e la tion 3:18: “I coun sel you to buy from Me
gold re fined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 
gar ments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of
your na ked ness may not be re vealed, and anoint your
eyes with eye salve, that you may see.”  There seems a
right way unto man, but the end thereof is DEATH. 
(Jer e miah 17:9)

How we need to take our hu man rea son ing ‘cap tive’ in
OBEDIENCE to the Word of God; as GOD will not
lead us astray!  On the very first Res ur rec tion Sunday
three godly women tried to over come the ob sta cle of
the hin drance of Un be lief, and yet a tin gle of un be lief
ex isted when they came to the bor rowed tomb to pre -
pare the phys i cal body of Al mighty God.  They were
asked by the an gels:  “Why seek ye the liv ing among
the dead”?  Is n’t that un usual to seek the liv ing at a
cem e tery?  Now, be fore we get too harsh in re gards to
these three godly women, when you seek to be a fol -
lower of Je sus, what is your pri or ity?  Is it for whom

HE is (Sal va tion – de liv erer) or the ben e fits of what
HE can pro vide for you?  This re minds me of the fol -
low ing story:

A farmer had a pet chicken liv ing among the farm stead 
which was a mother-hen.  A hor ri ble ex pe ri ence took
place as a prai rie grass fire took place where this
mother-hen had laid and hatched a small brood of
chick ens!  Con cern and cu ri os ity took place how the
mother-hen had taken ref uge and thus the farmer came 
upon a sad-scene; there she sat with most of her feath -
ers burnt off and she was dead!

Be ing re spect ful, he de cided to at least give this corpse 
a proper burial; but what hap pened to the chicks? 
They were no where to be found!  Lifting up the
corpse, there were the chicks hud dled to gether, but
very much alive!  The hen had given/sac ri ficed her life 
in or der to pro vide shel ter for her off-spring!  The
chicks were un der her wings and in a place close to the
heart of their mother!  I TRUST you got the true mean -
ing of genuine CHRIST IANITY!

Je sus paid it all, nailed to a tree – “hav ing wiped out
the hand-writ ing of re quire ments that was against
us, which was con trary to us.  And He has taken it out 
of the way, hav ing nailed it to the cross.” PEACE in
Je sus as HE came preach ing peace, HE made peace
and HE is our peace. – (Eph. 2:13-19 & Isa iah
40:30-31)

JESUS died for my sins, arose again for my jus ti fi ca -
tion and com ing again for my 100% Sanc ti fi ca tion!
Amaz ing GRACE!  (For HE is so pre cious to Me!)

Are YOU ready for the same; un der the
‘blood-atone ment’ and in God’s pro vided GRACE,

Dressed/Clothed in Je sus’ gar ment?



From Our Fellowship Circle

M. L. & J. L. R. Lake City, IA
My Hus band of nearly 71 years and I have been hav ing
some prob lems with our bones!   …But this past month
we have re ally got a lot of good read ing from the Morn -
ing Glory.  Keep up the good work and we are pray ing
that fi nances will ap pear.

A. L. Souris, ND
Thank you for the printed word, thus through the Morn -
ing Glory, and re al iz ing that many church go ing peo ple
never hear some of the truths that you print.   

En closed is a gift of $… in seek ing to help get God’s
Word out to folk.

C. K. Roland, IA
Thanks for the good ar ti cles that ap pear in each is sue of
the Morn ing Glory.  Please con tinue to send to us the
Morn ing Glory, that is to my sis ter and my self.  My sis -
ter’s ad dress is as fol lows …

En closed please find $… to help keep it com ing. 

B. N. Bis marck, ND
Since about the eighth de cade in life, I re flect more and
more about qual ity of life, past, pres ent, and fu ture.

Re cently on a TV news chan nel, Sen a tor Schumer of
New York spoke dis par ag ingly of the cri sis of life we are
in as to our coun try’s readi ness to deal with the mat ter.

I re call the cri sis of 1973 when our Su preme Court
Judges man dated the le gal ity of the man-made cri sis of
life by abor tion.  The cause of our new cri sis, the
coronavirus, is seem ingly un cer tain.

Hmm…be cause I am a per son of faith, I have won dered,
if the ter ri ble scourge of abor tion in our coun try were re -
moved, might the Cre ator of Life an swer our prayers for
the pre cious lives of un born ba bies, and de clare war on
the mys te ri ous coronavirus?

Yes, I won der…

Pas tor D. B. Ely, MN 
Just a note; in cel e bra tion of the Hauge Lu theran

Innermission Fed er a tion of its’ 100th years of ser vice for
our God and Fa ther – (Ed. God’s Grace and em pow er -
ment. Praise the LORD).

My wife … went to be with the Lord this past Oc to -
ber, af ter about 70 years to gether.  I thank HIM ev ery day
for those years, and also for the Sal va tion He pro vides.  

May God bless your faith ful ser vice to Him.  

K. J. Fergus Falls, MN 
En closed please find a gift to help keep the Morn ing

Glory to me.  Also, I have been get ting two cop ies of the
Morn ing Glory of each is sue.  Please can cel one.  I am
en clos ing the la bels from both of them.  En joy the mag a -
zine so much.

Ed i tor’s Note: IF such is the case that you are re -
ceiv ing two cop ies; would you ei ther pass one on or no -
tify us of the same?  Thank you so much.

IMPORTANT: The Hauge Lu theran Bi ble Con fer -
ence that was sched uled for June 27-29 of this year at the
Lu theran Brethren Broen Home in Fergus Falls, Min ne -
sota has been CANCELED, be cause of the very se ri ous
VIRUS that has invaded the USA.   In this time of cri sis,
OUR Na tion and other Coun tries are in NEED of a
GENUINE SPIRITUAL REVIVAL! (WAKE-UP
AMERICA!)

A Young Lad

A young lad was gaz ing in tently at the pic ture in the
art store win dow: the store was dis play ing a no ta ble pic -
ture of the cru ci fix ion. A gen tle man ap proached,
stopped, and looked.

The boy, see ing his in ter est, said: “That’s Je sus.” 
The man made no re ply, and the lad con tin ued: “Them’s
Ro man sol diers.” And, af ter a mo ment: “They killed
Him.”  

“Where did you learn that?” asked the man.
In the Mis sion Sunday-school,” was the re ply.  
The man turned and walked thought fully away.  He

had not gone far when he heard a youth ful voice call ing:
“Say, Mis ter,” and quickly the lit tle street lad caught up
with him.  “Say, Mis ter,” he re peated, “I wanted to tell
you that He rose again.”

This is the won der ful re al ity that has been en trusted
to you and me and through God’s Eter nal Word, the
BIBLE. 

Check it out; but you will not find a ser mon by ei ther
the Apos tle Paul or Pe ter in the New Tes ta ment that they
don’t men tion the FACT that we have a res ur rected
SAVIOR!

This is the re al ity of the Eter nal tri umph of life over
death; the prom ise and pledge of man’s im mor tal ity. 

Selected 
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Green Bay Packers Defend Donation to
Planned Parenthood Abortion Business

The foun da tion of the Green Bay Packers NFL foot -
ball team is un der fire for mak ing a do na tion to the
Planned Par ent hood abor tion busi ness – as fans na tion -
wide com plain about its ties with a com pany that kills
ba bies. 

Now the team is dou bling down on its do nat ing and
de fend ing it by say ing the gift is meant to sup port the
few things Planned Par ent hood does that don’t in volve
end ing the lives of ba bies be fore birth.

Lifenews.com 

There are eight Cities in the state of Texas that
Ban ABORTION (Sort-of a ‘Sanc tu ary for the Un -
born’!)

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds: There Is
No Constitutional Right to Kill Babies
in Abortion

Pro tec tions for un born ba bies are among Iowa Kim
Reynolds’ top pri or i ties…she said (Feb ru ary 17) in her
2020 Con di tion of the State ad dress.  

The pro-life Re pub li can said she wants ev ery Io wan 
to have the op por tu nity to suc ceed, in clud ing ba bies in
the womb CBC On line re ports.  She urged lawmakers to 
pass a state con sti tu tional amend ment that makes it clear 
there is no “right to abor tion” in Iowa.

She said her pri or i ties for 2020 are to im prove the
wellness of all Io wans at all stages of life.

“And when I say all stages of life, I mean to in clude
the un born.  We must pro tect life by mak ing clear,
through an amend ment, that our Con sti tu tion does not
grant a right to abor tion.  It’s time and, un for tu nately,
it’s nec es sary,” Reynolds said.

Lifenews.com

Robo Calls, Scam Calls 

The Amer i can peo ple were bom barded in 2019 with
58.5 bil lion Robo calls, ac cord ing to USA To day (Jan u ary
17, 2020, Mike Snider).  Un less you are liv ing with out a
phone, you are get ting your share of them; but here is what
you do not know. Ap prox i mately 26 bil lion of those calls
are not le git i mate.  They are scam calls be ing orig i nated by 
con art ists.  – SWORD OF THE LORD PRESS

Ed i tor’s Note: Be very care ful to give out any in for -
ma tion about your self; un less you rec og nize the per son
OR source!  

Sony Looking to Make Spider-Man
“Bisexual with Boyfriend” in Upcoming
Movie 

A re port says that Sony plans to fea ture Spi der-Man
as a bi sex ual in an up com ing movie. 

Cuban Pastor Imprisoned, Pressured to
Renounce Homeschooling

Last April (2019), OneNewsNow re ported that Pas -
tor Ramon Rigal and his wife, Ayda Exposito, were sen -
tenced to two to three years in prison for homeschool ing 
their chil dren. Mike Don nel ly, an at tor ney with Home
School Le gal De fense As so ci a tion (HSLDA), says now
there are re ports of fi cials are re tal i at ing against the pas -
tor through the use of pu ni tive re stric tions.

“We are get ting re ports say ing that he is be ing tor -
tured in prison and that his fam ily is be ing tar geted as
the prison au thor i ties at tempt to get Pas tor Rigal to de -
nounce his faith, re nounce homeschooling and all
sorts of things, which vi o lates the U.N. con ven tion
against tor ture,” he ex plains.

onenewsnow.com

Minnesota Parents Upset Over Rainbow 
Flag Display 

Par ents in south west Min ne sota are at odds with a
pub lic mid dle school that is dis play ing a rain bow flag in
its caf e te ria say ing the ban ner for LGBTQ peo ple does -
n’t rep re sent their be liefs.

A video re cord ing of a heated pub lic fo rum (Feb ru -
ary 25) at Mar shall Mid dle School shows par ents ac cus -
ing school of fi cials of show ing pref er en tial treat ment in
al low ing the gay pride flag but re fus ing their re quests to
in clude Don’t Tread on Me and “straight fam ily” flags
in cul tural dis play.

Gousa.com

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: The brain wash ing ma -
chine is run ning at full speed in the tax-funded schools. 
Sad, shame ful and a cri sis in our na tion.



California Schools: Hormones Through
Homeroom? 

In Cal i for nia you have to be 18 to get a tat too; 16 to
drive a car, 21 to buy gun, al co hol or pot.  But if you want
to change your gen der?  Well, then, you just have to be
12.  And your pub lic school will be more than happy to
help.

Need an abor tion?  Tell your teacher.  Want to re fill
your birth con trol?  Go to the school clinic.  Thinking
about start ing hor mone treat ment?  Your par ents will
never find out –- at least, not un der the pol icy the Cal i for -
nia Teachers As so ci a tion (CTA) is push ing…

Jan u ary 26, the CTA de cided to go big on the
LGBTQ agenda – add ing “transgender and bi nary
youth” to the stu dents who can leave class for med i cal
rea sons with out their par ents’ per mis sion… 

Tony Perkins, Washington Update 

Algeria Orders Another Church to Close 
as Crackdown Continues 

An other Chris tian church has been or dered to shut
down in Al ge ria as the gov ern ment’s crack down on
houses of wor ship con tin ues.

The United King dom based Chris tian per se cu tion
ad vo cacy or ga ni za tion Chris tian Sol i dar ity World wide
(CSW) re ports that Hope Evan gel i cal Church in Oran
City in west ern Al ge ria re ceived a clo sure or der is sued
by a lo cal court ear lier (in Jan u ary).

The church is the lat est in a se ries of churches that
have re ceived sim i lar or ders un der a 2006 law re quir ing
that all non-Mus lim places of wor ship be au tho rized by a
gov ern ment board call the Na tional Com mis sion for
Non-Mus lim Wor ship…

CSW…re ports that 13 churches in to tal have been
shut down since last Jan u ary…

Al ge ria ranks as the 17th worst coun try in the world
for Chris tian per se cu tion, ac cord ing to Open Doors
USA’s 2020 World Watch list…

“The most vis i ble ex am ple of per se cu tion in 2019
was the seem ingly sys temic clo sure of Protestant
churches,” an Open Door’s fact sheet re ports.  “In some
of these cases, Chris tians were forc ibly ex pelled by po -
lice in the mid dle of church ser vices.”

Samuel Smith, christianpost.com

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Do What You’re Told

“The dis ci ples went, and did 
even as Je sus ap pointed them.”  (Mat thew 21:6)

MANY things would be sim pler both in doc trine and
in life if we Chris tians fol lowed the rule of do ing what Je -
sus told us to do.  Even what looks small be comes great
when it is done for the Sav ior.  Just un ty ing a don key and
bring ing him from the stall may be to the honor of Je sus,
and to the wel fare of oth ers.  The ri dic u lous and
un-Chris tian idea that the Chris tian life should be di vided 
into “Chris tian’” and “sec u lar” parts has done much
dam age in the king dom of God.

The peo ple of God are a king dom of priests who are
in His church, and stand be fore God’s al tar wher ever they 
live and work. If the Chris tian life is di vided into two
parts, “Chris tian” and “sec u lar,” that breeds hy poc risy
which takes the power out of true god li ness.  He who
does not wor ship God in his work-clothes, does not wor -
ship Him in Sunday clothes.  The al tar of our sac ri fice
must stand where the strug gle for ex is tence goes on,
where we toil where joy and sor row meet us, and where
our life’s call ing bids us go.

Christ has at least as much de sire to go out in a fish -
ing boat, as to be in a ca the dral.  When the farmer un ties
his horse with prayer and thanksgiving, he does that for
Je sus.

So is the king dom of God.  And such must He be who 
is to save and help us.  

Thou man of God!  Look upon ev ery thing that you
have to do as pub lic wor ship and as a work for Je sus. 
Then you will be strong and happy in all your work.

Liv ing for Je sus a life that is true,
Striving to please Him in all that I do,
Yielding al le giance, glad-hearted and free,
This is the path way of bless ing to me.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright
© 1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission                              

Granted.  
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5 Areas that the Contemporary Church
won’t address:

1)  The Wrath of God (Rev. 14:19)
2)  The Fear of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:11)
3)  Re pen tance (Lk. 13:5)
4)  Sep a ra tion from the World (I John 2:15)
5)  Denying Your self (Matt. 16:24)
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The Gospel We Are 
Called To Preach 

Ar ti cle high lights 

** Christ Je sus was with God the Fa ther in the be gin -
ning and was the agent of all cre ation.

** Je sus was the Cre ator be fore He was the Re deemer.

** To preach the full Gos pel, we need to preach His
Cre ation, His Cross, His Re turn.

A vis i tor to the ICR Dis cov ery Cen ter for Sci ence & 
Earth His tory asked me, “Why can’t ICR avoid all this
con tro versy about cre ation and just preach Christ?” 
(ED.  Same is true with the MG/HLIF & leave out, I sup -
pose some would in clude GOD’s LAW; but JESUS
preached the ‘Law’ too!)  Such a state ment was sur pris -
ing since it ig nores clear dec la ra tions in Scrip ture that
Christ is our Cre ator.  John 1:1-3 stands out as one of the
most em phatic, iden ti fy ing the Word (Je sus Crist) as be -
ing pres ent in the be gin ning, that HE was both with God
and was God, and that “all things were made through
Him, and with out Him noth ing was made that was
made.”

The doc trine of cre ation as it re lates to Christ is not
a mi nor bib li cal prin ci ple of su per fi cial im por tance.  To
ig nore it is dan ger ous and is anal o gous to preach ing
“an other Je sus” (2 Co rin thi ans 11:4) when we ne glect to 
pres ent Christ as He truly is, along with His com plete
work. 

But what ex actly is Christ’s com plete work?  The
apos tle Paul mas ter fully out line this in his let ter to the
be liev ers in Colosse: For by Him (Je sus Christ) all
things were cre ated that are in heaven and that are on
earth …And He is be fore all thing and in Him all things
con sist …For it pleased the Fa ther that in Him all the
full ness should dwell, and  by Him to rec on cile all
things by Him, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, hav ing made peace through the blood of His
cross. (Colossians 1:16 – 20, em pha sis added)

Paul re veals that the full ex tent of Christ’s work in -
cludes His past work of cre ation, His cur rent work of
con ser va tion (“con sist” in the Greek lit er ally means “to
hold to gether”), and His fu ture work of rec on cil i a tion
when He will ban ish death, sor row, and pain and “make
all things new”

(Rev e la tion 21;4-5).  The dread ful price of rec on cil -
i a tion de manded “the blood of His cross” to cleanse us
from our hor ri ble of fenses against Him – of fenses that
surely in clude re ject ing His Word and de ny ing that He
is our Cre ator.  

Thus, to truly preach Christ in all His full ness re -
quires that we rec og nize Him as the Al mighty

CREATOR who spoke the uni verse into ex is tence (see
Psalm 33:6-9) and walked with Adam and Eve in the
cool of the day (Gen e sis 3:8).  It was n’t long be fore they
sin fully re jected the Cre ator’s right ful au thor ity, and
their sep a ra tion from Him ush ered in the cur rent world
of death and de cay.  We can, thank God, be rec on ciled to 
Him again, but it is only mean ing ful to preach of
Christ’s love and great gift of sal va tion when we ac -
knowl edge Him first as the of fended Cre ator.  

Je sus Christ was our Cre ator long be fore He be came 
our Sav ior and com ing Rec on ciler, and the full Gos pel
must in clude of three com po nents.  ICR founder Dr.
Henry Mor ris el o quently made this point in one of his fi -
nal pub lic speak ing en gage ments: 

“A Gos pel with out the cre ation has no foun da -
tion.  A gos pel with out the con sum ma tion has
no hope.  And a gos pel with out the cross and
empty tomb has no power.  But…if you have
the whole thing …then you have a sure foun da -
tion, a blessed hope, and all of power in heaven
and in earth – and  that’s the gos pel we are
called to preach!”  …

The Gospel We Are Called to Preach, by Henry M.
Morris IV, ACTS & FACTS, Institute For Celebration 

Creation Research, Copyright © 2020, Permission
Granted.

Did You Know That Tur tles 
Will Al ways Be Tur tles?

1. Tur tles are rep tiles that live in deserts, jun gles,
and even oceans.

2. Sec u lar sci ence strug gles to con nect tur tle evo lu -
tion to that of other rep tiles. 

3. One evo lu tion ary mys tery is the or i gin of tur tles’
unique shells.

4. God made tur tles as tur tles in the be gin ning and
tur tles will al ways be tur tles!

5. God cre ated a large num ber of dis tinc tive crea -
tures with many dif fer ent de signs and most cer tainly
tur tles are among them.  There are both small and large
tur tles: for ex am ple, Chelonia tur tles are found in
oceans, fresh wa ter ponds, and on land.  The Galapagos
tor toise is the larg est liv ing spe cies of tor toise and, like
the sea tur tle, is able to live well over a cen tury!  A
100% tur tle fos sil (Stupendemys geogaphicus) re cently
dis cov ered in South Amer ica is the shape and size of a
small car. Tur tles are a truly unique kind of rep tile de -
signed with over 50 bones.

Selected



Politics and Faith
By Dr. Shel don Smith 

When the sub jects of pol i tics and faith come up, a lot
of Chris tians with draw into si lence.  They have been told
that the two don’t mix.  The lib er als have beat the “sep a -
ra tion of church and state” drum un til the voices of many
Chris tian have been com pletely drowned out.

Be cause the lib er als are con struct ing their house of
sand on athe ism, hu man ism, he do nism, and the like, they
know they must drive Chris tians out of the pub lic arena
and away from the vot ing booth.  They are well aware
that if Chris tians show up strong, the loony lib eral
agenda will be sty mied and per haps halted al to gether.

As de vot edly sin cere as they are, some of our Chris -
tian folks sim ply do not un der stand.  Some of them have
na ively em braced the lib eral lies.  Oth ers, merely par rot
what they hear others say.

With all of this in view, I want to try to give per spec -
tive to the vi tal con cerns.

I. Pol i tics and Faith Can not Be 
Iso lated From Each Other

Chris tians and athe ists al ways bring their val ues and
views with them to the po lit i cal arena.  If a per son is an
athe ist, we have rea son to ex pect cer tain things of him.  

If a per son is a Chris tian, you need not ex pect him to
gov ern like an athe ist if he gets elected to of fice.

The lib er als pres sure Chris tians to leave their faith at
home, but they don’t leave their be liefs be hind.  

Any at tempt to iso late your pol i tics from your faith is 
an ex er cise in fu til ity.  It is in re al ity im pos si ble.

II.  No Area of Life, In clud ing Pol i tics, Gets a Pass

Edmund Burke’s fa mous quote; “All that is re quired
for evil to suc ceed is for good men to do noth ing” is an
es tab lished fact.  When Chris tians will not speak up, will
not take a stand and will not vote, they are giv ing evil
their in flu ence.

If pol i ti cians do right, we can and will sa lute them.  If 
they do wrong, we will call them to ac count. 

When Amer ica’s pul pits are pas sive about the ma jor
is sues of our gen er a tion, they are con trib ut ing to the
down fall of the Na tion.

If we are fac ing an is sue like al co hol, abor tion
same-sex mar riage or a lot of other real is sues, we had
better speak up and pro vide a con science for our na tion. 
If we don’t do it, who on earth will? 

Let me say it this way.  The fact that an is sue is a po -
lit i cal hot po tato does not mean that it should be given a
pass.

III. In the Ab sence of Faith, Pol i tics 
Quickly Erodes into Cor rup tion 

From the Ten Com mand ments, the Prov erbs, the Ser -
mon on the Mount, and other Bi ble pas sages, the bed rock 
of our na tion’s char ac ter was first es tab lished.  Ba sic
foun da tional tenets such as hon esty, in teg rity, the work
ethic came di rectly from those Bi ble sources.  

When God and His Word are aban doned, then men
make up their own rules.  With out the Scrip tural stan -
dard, they shift and drift with ev ery ill breeze that blows
through town. Their moor ings are thereby un der mined,
al low ing cor rup tion to get a foot hold in our so ci ety.

When faith is dis al lowed, you can be sure that cor -
rup tion will es ca late rap idly.  In the wake of our cor rup -
tion, ALL of us will suf fer.

IV. Peo ple of Faith Should serve in the Po lit i cal drafts

It is true that pol i tics is of ten a “dirty” game, but that
is all the more rea son why Chris tians must step in.  When
dirty peo ple at tempt to do their dirty deeds, clean peo ple
should be there to stop them.

If you are look ing for good ex am ples of men in gov -
ern ment roles, you need look no fur ther then Mo ses, Jo -
seph and Dan iel.  If you are look ing for a lady, take a look 
at the role of Queen Es ther.  

The po lit i cal arena is the place where de ci sions are
made that af fect all of us.  Our fam i lies, our free dom and
our fu ture are all im pacted by the po lit i cal pro cess. If
peo ple of faith are ab sent, the other crowds will de cide
for us and tell us what to do.

V.  Peo ple of Faith Have a Moral Ob li ga tion 
to Con front Po lit i cal Cor rup tion

Mo ses con fronted the Pha raoh, John the Bap tist con -
fronted King Herod.  Je sus con fronted the Phar i sees and
Sad du cees.  Eli jah con fronted Ahab and Jezebel.  Paul
con fronted Festus and Agrippa.

We should speak faith to the faith less pol i ti cians. 
Yes, we should give them the Gos pel.  We should also
stand on scrip tural prin ci ples and re fuse to budge.  That’s
why we are pro-life, pro-fam ily, pro-tra di tional mar riage, 
etc. 

You and I have the re spon si bil ity be fore God to stand 
up to the per pe tra tors of cor rup tion in our gen er a tion.

Some of us can run for of fice.  ALL, of us can pitch in 
and help those who run. All of us can vote.  

 EVEN if we don’t think we have the best of choices
in a given elec tion, we should go vote for who ever is the
better of the choices.  That way we help keep out the
worse one.  
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VI. Pol i tics Can not Be Solid 
With out the Ad vo cacy of Faith

The foun da tions and the fab ric of our so ci ety have
his tor i cally been pre dicted upon the Judeo-Chris tian
value sys tem.  That is the Ten Com mand ments.  That is
the Ser mon on the Mount.  That is the BIBLE. 
PERIOD! 

With out these ba sic moral val ues, the con duct of
pol i tics be comes crooked, im moral and even vi o lent.

If we are to have a de cent so ci ety with lead ers who
can be trusted, we must in ject faith in the equa tion.

When ever GOD is left out, you can ex pect un godly
be hav ior to de velop quickly.

The ad vo cacy of faith is an es sen tial el e ment if we
ever ex pect pol i tics to be cleaned up!

VII. Peo ple of faith Should Never Be In tim i dated
into In ac tion or Si lence.

Excerpt, Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: Don’t for get as we ap proach the
Fourth of July and on; that many lives have been given
in or der that you and I have the priv i lege and re spon si -
bil ity of FREEDOM!  “Free dom” is never cheap!

The Cross

“Bear ing the cross for Him self.” (John 19:17)

“And he that doth not take his cross and fol low Me, 
is not wor thy of Me.” (Mat thew 10:38)

THE cross that Je sus bore was ours; but He took it
and made it His own.

No one else could have car ried that bur den, and in
truth it was heavy enough for Him, too.  He could still
the tem pest, heal the sick, and raise the dead from their
grave, but when He bore His cross, He sank to the
ground.  In sor row and an guish of soul He cried out,
“My God!  My God! Why hast Thou for saken Me?” 
This bur den was ver ily more than a piece of wood: It
was ev ery thing that made trou ble be tween God and us. 
All this He bore in spirit and soul, and on His body; and
then He died on a tree!

It is this cross of Je sus that has made a cross for all
who will fol low Him.  To de part from all the sin that He
bore for us, and to fol low Him from day to day in things
great and small, that is our cross.  The ‘cross’ is not sick -
ness, pov erty, and the hard life that sin lays on all men. 
Only those who fol low Je sus walk the way of the cross.  

When you deny your self and give Christ your al le -
giance, when you leave the world and go to your Bi ble,

into your prayer cham ber, and when you go out among
peo ple, and walk as a child of light with a hum ble mind,
in honor and dis honor, in evil re port and good re port,
then you are fol low ing Je sus, and then you are bear ing
the cross af ter Him.

Je sus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave, and fol low Thee; 
Des ti tute, de spised, for saken,
Thou, from hence, my all shalt be.
Per ish ev ery fond am bi tion,
All I’ve sought, and hoped, and known,
Yet how rich is my con di tion!
God and heaven are still my own. 

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, © 1939
Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted

Are You Worried About the Coronavirus?

By Evan. Frank lin Gra ham 

The Vi rus may be all over the news, but even at its
worst, you can have peace.  How is that pos si ble when
there’s wide spread panic?

Trust can calm our wor ries – but trust in what? 
Trust who?  Who can be so strong and wise and good
that you can en trust your life to him?

God is.  GOD cre ated you and loves you more than
you can imag ine!  He knows your doubts and fears and
He cares about them.  The Bi ble, God’s words to us,
says “(Cast) all your anx i eties (cares) on him, be cause
he cares for you” (1 Pe ter 5:7).  (ED.  Cast and leave
them there, and God says ‘No tres pass ing or No fish ing,
af ter you have cast them on HIM).  

That means giv ing your un cer tain ties and dis tress to 
the GOD who wants you to feel se cure in Him.  To ex pe -
ri ence that kind of se cu rity you first need to have a re la -
tion ship with Him.  And He made a way for you to do
that.

God cares so much about you that He sent Je sus
Christ to save you from eter nal sep a ra tion from Him,
pro vid ing a way for you to be with Him for ever.

It’s wise to pro tect your self against this out break. 
At the same time, don’t let anx i ety (cares) con sume your 
life.  Je sus asks us in the Bi ble, “And which of you by
be ing anx ious can add a sin gle hour to his span of
life?”  (Mat thew 6:27). 

Trou ble and suf fer ing will al ways ex ist, but you can
have peace in your heart know ing your fu ture is safely
in God’s hands.

Will you put your trust in Him to day?



Does Baptism Bring Salvation
Apart From Faith? (Part I)

“He who has believed and has been baptized
shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved

shall be condemned.”  (Mark 16:16)

I worked with a man who was faced with kid ney fail -
ure and was hop ing to get a trans plant at the Vet eran’s
Hos pi tal.  He was an un godly man and it did n’t look prom -
is ing for him to get this.  A Chris tian friend and I tried to
talk to him about the Lord – we were met with non-in ter -
est.  He died in the hos pi tal wait ing for a kid ney.  There
were about 100 peo ple at his fu neral.  The Lu theran pas tor
as sured ev ery one that he was in heaven be cause he was
bap tized.  

They quoted Romans 6:3-5, “Or do you not know that
all of us who have been bap tized into Christ Je sus have
been bap tized into His death?  There fore we have been bur -
ied with Him through bap tism into death, in or der that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Fa ther, so we too might walk in new ness of life.  For if we
have be come united with Him in the like ness of His death,
cer tainly we shall be also in the like ness of His res ur rec -
tion.”  Peo ple were led to be lieve that they need sim ply to
show their bap tis mal cer tif i cate to Je sus and that is their
ticket to heaven – re gard less of what they be lieved or how
they lived.  Is this the Bib li cal teach ing on Bap tism and
faith?

Bap tism is a Means of Grace 

In the Lu theran Church, we be lieve that Bap tism is a
means of bring ing God’s Grace to you.  The wa ter is the
phys i cal el e ment that con veys God’s in vis i ble Grace.  We
be lieve this be cause of what the Scrip tures de clare about
bap tism.  Bap tism is stated to do the fol low ing:

1) It brings for give ness of sins

Acts 22:16   “And now why do you de lay? Arise,
and be bap tized, and wash away your sins, call ing 
on His name.”

2) It bring re gen er a tion

Ti tus 3:5   “He saved us, not on the ba sis of deeds
which we have done in righ teous ness, but ac cord -
ing to His mercy, by the wash ing of re gen er a tion
and re new ing by the Holy Spirit.”

3) It brings us to Christ

Galatians 3:27   “For all of you who were bap -
tized into Christ have clothed your selves with
Christ.”

I don’t know how you can read these – and other

Scrip tures – and say that Bap tism is only a sym bol.  God
does a di vine work of Grace in Bap tism.  Bap tism is some -
thing that ev ery one needs to have in their life.  Je sus said
so when He said, “Go and make dis ci ples of all the na -
tions, bap tiz ing them …” (Matt. 28:19)  Je sus has com -
manded that all peo ple be bap tized.

We also be lieve that bap tism is for in fants.  In the Old
Tes ta ment, God com manded the male chil dren to be cir -
cum cised at eight days old.   Gen e sis 17:10-12  “This is My
cov e nant, which you shall keep, be tween Me and you and
your de scen dants af ter you: ev ery male among you shall be
cir cum cised.  And you shall be cir cum cised in the flesh of
your fore skin; and it shall be the sign of the cov e nant be -
tween Me and you.  And ev ery male among you who is eight
days old …” (Gen. 17:10-12) This is how God es tab lished a
cov e nant with the in di vid ual who was not old enough to
know any thing about what was go ing on and had no ca pac -
ity to do any thing about it.  This was some thing that the par -
ent had to do for the in fant.  The New Tes ta ment now
equates Old Tes ta ment cir cum ci sion with New Tes ta ment
bap tism.  “And in Him you were also cir cum cised with a
cir cum ci sion made with out hands, in the re moval of the
body of the flesh by the cir cum ci sion of Christ;  hav ing been
bur ied with Him in bap tism, in which you were also raised
up with Him through faith in the work ing of God, who
raised Him from the dead.”  (Colossians 2:11-12)  The cor re la -
tion is that bap tism brings the in fant into a cov e nant with
God.  So we talk about a per son’s “Bap tis mal Cov e nant”
be cause of this cor re la tion.

God gives the in fant faith through bap tism.  Yes, even a
tiny in fant can have faith from the Holy Spirit.  This was
true even in the Old Tes ta ment.  “Yet Thou art He who didst
bring me forth from the womb; Thou didst make me trust
when upon my mother’s breasts.  Upon Thee I was cast from 
birth; Thou hast been my God from my mother’s womb.”
(Psalm 22:9-10) It is also re flected in the New Tes ta ment from
Je sus Him self.  “But who ever causes one of these lit tle ones
who be lieve in Me to stum ble, it is better for him that a
heavy mill stone be hung around his neck, and that he be
drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Matt. 18:6) This faith is
cer tainly a “child-like” faith since an in fant has no ca pac ity
to know or re spond to any thing, but it is a true faith in deed. 
So it is the faith be stowed at bap tism that saves, not the
phys i cal act of bap tiz ing.  If the child died, they would die a
be liever and would go to heaven.  But the ques tion which
needs to be an swered is: What needs to take place af ter -
wards in the life of the bap tized child?  What must take
place in or der for this bap tized in fant to go from an un con -
scious faith to a liv ing and ac tive faith?   This will be an -
swered in the Au gust is sue of the Morn ing Glory.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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Thoughts
“Bringing into cap tiv ity ev ery thought.” 

(2 Co rin thi ans 10:5)

By A.B. Simpson 

THEY com passed me about like bees,” the Psalm ist
says.  Ev ery sec ond we get a sting from some fi ery shaft, 
some imag i na tion, some mem ory, some fore bod ing,
some fear, some care, and God lets us get them in or der
that they be de stroyed and we so armed against them
that they can never hurt us any more.  The only way to be 
armed against them is to re fuse them and the source
from which they come.

There is a world of truth here that most Chris tians
have en tirely over-looked. They give their spirit and
heart to the Lord and they keep their head to them selves.  
Our in tel lect must be sanc ti fied by be ing slain and re -
placed with the mind of Christ (Ed i tor: Romans 12:2).

The only rem edy for bad thoughts is to stop think -
ing our own thoughts, to be spir i tu ally de cap i tated, and
to be de liv ered from the nat u ral mind (Old Na ture) as
well as the nat u ral heart.  God will, then, put us to school 
in the dif fi cult task of stop ping think ing.  We will not
only try to think right, but we will stop our thought and
wait for HIM to give us His mind.

This may seem to you like an ni hi la tion; but you will 
come for it if you are go ing to en ter into the deep est,
sweet est, stron gest life, un til you shall be afraid to think
at all un til God first thinks in you.

Have you given your thoughts to God?  Have you
learned the mean ing of that cry of Da vid, “I hate
thoughts, but Thy law do I love”? 

Selected

Alone With God

“Get thee hence …and hide thy self.”
(1 Kings 17:3)

THIS is not a very grat i fy ing en dorse ment of Eli jah.  
Doubt less the man’s heart swells with ea ger ness to start
a great ref or ma tion; his mind ex panded with dreams of a 
world-em pire.  To flee now, when the au da cious ap -
proach to the king has been made, is to con tra dict all ac -
cepted meth ods of op er a tion.  Noth ing now but
sol i tude?  But God knows His plans and Eli jah; his ser -
vant.  Thee is whole some truth here.  To truth where we
can not trace is to give our God the full sov er eignty that
He longs for.  The most for mi da ble bar rier in His deal -
ings with His chil dren is their self-will. “Let Him do
what seemeth him good” (1 Sam uel 3:18) is not res ig na -

tion, but tri um phant faith, if we trust.
And so, by the brook Cherith the lonely man abides.  

It is lost time in the judg ment of the flesh-de pend ing
crit ics; here is thread in the fab ric of so ci ety ca pa ble of
great ac com plish ment, do ing noth ing.  But they who ar -
gue so fail to see what God is to do.  If we weigh things
in the scales of hu man rea son ing we shall al ways deal
with econ o mies and ex pe di ency; but no time is lost if
God can have His way. The real truth is, that He is to
come into the life of His ser vant to better qual ify him
for a more vi tal rev e la tion of Him self; for with God
“the worker is more than the work.”

There may be many dear saints of God who doubt
their saintship be cause their ac tiv i ties have been taken
from them.   Cir cum stances have closed in upon them;
doors have been shut in their faces; funds for the pros e -
cu tion of their work have ceased.  It may be that, phys i -
cally ex hausted, they lie on their beds won der ing why
He can do such an un rea son able sit u a tion.  Be as sured of 
one thing; Eli jah is not to re main in ob scu rity and in -
ac tiv ity for all time. Our er ror lies in men tally fix ing our 
fu ture ac cord ing to pres ent con di tions.  Let us arouse
our selves from this deadly coma.  There is al ways the
af ter ward of His gra cious prom is ing. 

        Rev. Ken neth MacKenzie.
“He knows, and loves, and cares!”
“Im me di ately I con ferred not with flesh and blood,” 

says Paul, and he went away into a desert place.
A desert place …and rest!

SPRINGS in the VALLEY, Compiled, by Mrs. Charles
E. Cowman, Copyright © 1939, By Cowman

Publications, Inc.   

“He was op pressed, and he was af flicted.”
(Isa iah 53:7)

By Charles Spurgeon

CHRIST was cho sen out of the peo ple, that He
might know our want and sym pa thize with us.  I be lieve
some of the rich have no no tion what ever of what the
dis tress of the poor is. They have no idea of what it is to
la bour for their daily bread.  They have a very faint con -
cep tion of what a rise in the price of bread means; they
do not know any thing about it.  And when we put men in
power who never were of the peo ple, they do not un der -
stand the art of gov ern ing us.  But our great and glo ri ous
Je sus Christ is one cho sen out of the peo ple; and there -
fore He knows our wants. 

JESUS suf fered temp ta tions and pain be fore us; our
sick nesses He bare; wea ri ness – He has en dured it, for,
some times He had not bread to eat, save that bread of



which the world knows noth ing; to be house less – He
knew that, too, for the foxes had holes and the birds of the 
air had nests, but He had no where to lay His head.

My fel low-Chris tians, there is no place where thou
canst go where Christ has not been be fore thee – sin ful
places alone ex cepted.  He hath been be fore thee; He hath 
smoothed the way; He hath en tered the grave, that He
might make the tomb the royal bed-cham ber of the ran -
somed race the closet where they lay aside the gar ments
of la bour to put on the vest ments of eter nal rest.

In all places whithersoever we go, the An gel of the
cov e nant has been our fore-run ner.  Each bur den we have 
to carry has once been laid on the shoul ders of Im man uel.

“His way was much rougher and darker than mine; 
Did Christ my Lord suf fer and I re pine?”

Dear fel low-trav eler, take cour age!  Christ has con -
se crated the road.

LISTEN! ! !

We the Peo ple of the United States, in Or der to form
a more per fect Un ion, es tab lish Jus tice, in sure do mes tic
Tran quil ity, pro vide for the com mon de fence, pro mote
the gen eral Wel fare, and se cure the Bless ings  of Lib erty
to our selves and our Pos ter ity, do or dain and es tab lish
this Con sti tu tion for the United States of Amer ica.

Our first Pres i dent, George Wash ing ton, in writ ing a
prayer con cluded: “Let me live ac cord ing to those holy
rules which Thou has this day pre scribed in Thy holy
word…  Di rect me to the true ob ject, Je sus Christ the
way; the truth and the life.  Bless, O Lord, all the peo ple
of this land – 1752.

John Ad ams, our first vice pres i dent and sec ond
pres i dent, wrote: “Our Con sti tu tion was made only for a
moral and re li gious peo ple. It is wholly in ad e quate to the
gov ern ment of any other” – 1798.

An drew Jack son, our sev enth pres i dent, made this
state ment: “Sir, I am in the hands of a mer ci ful God.  I
have full con fi dence in his good ness and mercy…The
Bi ble is true…I have tried to con form to its spirit as near
as pos si ble.  Upon that sa cred vol ume I rest my hope for
eter nal sal va tion, through the mer its and blood of our
blessed Lord and Sav ior.  Je sus Christ. – 1845.

Here are the words of Woodrow Wil son, our 28th

pres i dent and gov er nor of New Jer sey: “Amer ica was
born a Chris tian na tion.  Amer ica was born to ex em plify
that de vo tion to the el e ments of righ teous ness which are
de rived from the rev e la tions of Holy Scrip ture.”

Words of Gen eral Lewis W. Walt, “We can see these
symp toms of ma te ri al ism through out our So ci ety, but the 
most vis i ble one is loss of cour age.  Peo ple stand by and

watch a fel low cit i zen be ing beaten or stabbed and they
do not in ter fere.  They are afraid.  Our po lit i cal lead ers
watch Com mu nism (So cial ism) gob ble up other Na tions
and they do noth ing.  They are afraid.  Peo ple com plain
in pri vate about the state of af fairs but will not speak out
in pub lic.  They are afraid…”  

Let Pres i dent Ron ald Rea gan speak again, “WE can -
not di min ish the value of cat e gory of Hu man Life – the
un born – with out di min ish ing the value of all Hu man
Life...There is no cause more im por tant.”

LISTEN
WE the peo ple Must Con tinue, ac cord ing (In the

area of bib li cal Chris tian ity) to John 8:31 – 36, Obe di -
ence out of love! ! !

It Will See You Home 

In an old-fash ioned camp meet ing in a re mote area
the min is ter closed the ser vice late at night and started on
foot to his quar ters sev eral hun dred yards away.  With out
a flash light or lan tern, it was dif fi cult to make his way
through the dark ness.  

A farmer liv ing along his path saw his pre dic a ment
and gave him a flam ing pine torch.  “It will see you
home” he as sured the preacher.  But the min is ter was du -
bi ous.

“But what if it goes out!”
“It will see you home.”
“But what if the wind blows it out?”
“It will see you home.”
“But what if the rain puts it out?”
The old farmer spoke with fi nal ity – he knew the en -

dur ing qual i ties of a pine torch.  “It will see you home!”
and it did. 

Long ago my Chris tian par ents placed in my boy ish
hands the Word of God. They as sured me that it would be
a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

There were later years when I al most doubted it.  I
feared that the storms of life might ex tin guish it.  I won -
dered whether it would hold out.  But I have long since
ceased to fear.

Through many dan gers, toils 
And snares, 
I have al ready come;
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe 
Thus far,
And grace (and the Book)
Will lead me home.
            John New ton
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Ride For Revival

The Newfolden area is con duct ing Evan ge lis tic
meet ings over a se ries of 4 days.

Thurs day, July 2 – Tent Meet ings in Newfolden,
MN at 7:00 P.M.

Fri day, July 3 – Tent Meet ings in Vi king, MN at
7:00 P.M.

Sat ur day, July 4 – Evan ge lis tic Meet ings at the Fair 
Grounds in War ren, MN at 7:00 P.M.

Sunday, July 5 – Morn ing Ser vice at the War ren,
MN Fair Grounds at 9:30 A.M.

More in for ma tion is avail able at
www:blazinsaddles.com

If you are in this area, con sider at tend ing one of
these meet ings.  Please pray for peo ple to be con -
verted to Je sus and find free dom from life-con trol -
ling sins.

Up Date

Fam ine!

“LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in
awe of your deeds, LORD, re peat them in our
day, in our time make them known; in wrath re -
mem ber mercy.”  (Habakkuk 3:2)

Many years ago, Barb & I were priv i leged to live 
in the beau ti ful prai rie of south ern Saskatchewan,
Can ada as I was priv i leged to be in Evan ge lism
work.

The first year while there we ex pe ri enced a gen -
u ine fam ine/drought and my Honey asked an in dus -
tri ous Chris tian farmer how they could han dle it? 
The re sponse was, “We are next year farm ers!”

How would you de scribe AMERICA right now?
Maybe you would use the words; Cha otic, Anx -

ious, Un cer tain!
Through out his tory God has used in di vid u als in

the con ser va tive Chris tian church as ves sels to bring
about ‘Heaven Sent Re vivals’! YES, GOD has used
storms of plagues and per se cu tion so that peo ple  call 
out to God in prayer and in car ing for one an other.

NOW with the COVID – 19 cri sis, we have more 
need of ur gent prayer ask ing God to awaken the USA 
and be yond for an other great AWAKENING.

ONLY the third Per son of our Tri une God (Holy
Spirit) can in vade our na tion and be yond to bring
about such an “awak en ing” and heal ing that WE so
des per ately NEED. But this kind of re vival starts
with you and me as in di vid u als!  

We of the HLIF and MG have been used by
GOD to bring about ‘area’ awak en ings/re viv als over
the years and is one of the very ba sic rea sons why we 
ex ist yet to day, by God’s GRACE and em pow er -
ment. 

Let us pray to gether that GOD will bring
REVIVAL to our Land and while you are pray ing for 
the same; please sup port this Min is try with gifts as
you are able.

May GOD bless YOU and keep you as you
rest/trust in the peace that only Je sus/God can give!

“Re store us to your self, LORD, that we may re -
turn; re new our days as of old.”  
            (Lam en ta tions 5:21)

The fi nan cial in take for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory for the month of April was approx. $650.00. 


